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being disaffected to the crown, the only crime with which
he can be charged is disaffection to the minister.

Perhaps, my lords, the minister may have determined to
have no need of generals in his transactions with foreign
powers; but in proportion as he relies less upon the sword,
he must depend more upon the arts of peaceable negoti-
ation, and, surely, there has been another person dis-
missed from his employments, whose counsels it had been
no reproach to have asked, and to have followed.

The nature of my motion, my lords, makes it not ne-
cessary to produce evidence of these facts, it is sufficient
that any minister is universally suspected; for when did
an innocent mar*, supported by power, and furnished with
every advantage that could contribute to exalt or preserve
his character, incur the general hatred of the people ? But
if it could ever happen by a combination of unlucky acci-
dents, what could be more for the happiness of himself,
his master, and the nation, than that he should retire and
enjoy the consciousness of his own virtue,

His own interest, in such a retirement, I have already
considered, and that both of the prince and the people is
no less apparent: "while a hated minister is employed, the
king will always be distrusted by the nation, and, surely,
nothing can so much obstruct the publick happiness, as a
want of confidence in those who are intrusted with its
preservation*

That common fame is, in this case, sufficient, will not be
questioned, when it is considered that common fame is
never without a foundation in facts, that it may spread
disquiet and suspicion over all the kingdom, and that the
satisfaction of millions is very cheaply purchased by the
degradation o/ one man, who was exalted only for their
benefit*

The objection, that there is no sole minister, will create
no greater difficulty; if there be many concerned in these
transactions, respondeat superior: but it is too apparent
that there is, in reality, one whose influence is greater than
that of any other private man, and who is arrived at a height
not consistent with the nature of the British government;